The following pages are for use with LETTER LINKS Level A  by Eric Benjamin, published by MindWare.
For those of you who want to use the puzzles with groups of children (as opposed to a single child or in a learning center), I describe below what I did to manage the logistics successfully when I used the puzzles with my classes.

--I gave each child a set of strips with spaces for the number of letters (e.g., 3, 4, and 5) for whatever words we were doing that day (see the last page of this file).  I actually laminated these to use with several classes.  

--I then gave each child scissors and strips which had the letters for each of the words we were doing that day.  I used a paper cutter ahead of time to trim the outside edges of the sheets and to cut along the heavy dark lines. When we were ready to do a puzzle the students cut off the appropriate strip and quickly snipped apart the letters.

--I used a document camera to project the puzzle clues on the board, but you could also use an overhead projector.  We read the clues together and the students worked on the puzzle individually.  I did not show the hint because kids tend to read that and solve the word without doing the puzzle.  While they were working the puzzle I went around with a trash can and disposed of their letters from the previous puzzle.

--When most of the students had the solution we did the puzzle on the board and talked about how we knew where the letters went.  The students then shared anything they knew about the animal, mode of transportation, or whatever the word was.  I added additional information, showed a picture if the word was something unusual the students didn’t know, and at that point shared the hint.

I hope this is helpful and that your students enjoy the puzzles as much as mine did.

Best wishes,  Evelyn Christensen
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